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Madrid: More than two million people have signed up to vote in Spain's regional elections in Galicia and Andalusia, triggering concerns about turnout and reliability of votes. The number has crossed the half mark in the more populous Galicia, where the conservative People's Party (PP) is hoping to overturn the polls held in December by the
Socialists, who were the first in Spain to sign up more than three million voters on time. In Andalusia, the ruling party's new Civil Movement (C's) has also managed to cross half a million votes. Although the People's Party is seen as being the main beneficiary of the new system of regional elections, which take place simultaneously with the
general elections on December 20, analysts say the system has left a trail of errors that could erode trust in elections across Spain. Alba Morales, a director of Spanish polling firm Metroscopia, said there had been some problems with the turnout system and that Madrid's three main parties -- the Socialists, the PP and Ciudadanos, or Citizens
-- were not all as well organised as they needed to be. "It looks like it will be a low-turnout election," Morales told AFP. "We are forecasting it will be around 50 percent, rather than 60 percent, and less than in the general elections." In the last regional elections held in 2012, the Socialists had a turnout of 63 percent, compared to 50 percent for
the last general elections held in 2011. This time, in the run-up to the local elections, many PP-affiliated volunteers went door-to-door to ensure the party's voters turned out in the thousands. "We are talking about half a million votes on this side of the country alone, and most of them are PP voters who are being encouraged to vote," said
Polling expert Santiago Ontiveros. "We must avoid a landslide, not because we want it to happen, but because we don't want to leave the country like we did in 2011, where the right, conservative and opposition parties all won a landslide," he said. The Socialists hope to repeat their 2011 victory of the regional elections in Galicia, where they
ended up with 42 percent of the vote, and win a majority in Andalusia. Marisa Navarro, a psychologist specialising in leadership, believes that in the years to come the centre-right will keep control of 2d92ce491b
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